
Discussion Questions 

• Were you familiar with Dr. O’dell Owens before viewing this documentary? In 
what capacity? 
 

• Throughout his childhood, for a variety of reasons, Dr. Owens found himself 
moving to new neighborhoods, and was even faced with the prospect of moving 
to a new state. How do you think this movement, or possibility of movement, 
impacted Dr. Owens’ personal journey?  
 

• Dr. Owens ended up moving in with a family who took him in as their own. 
Despite not being related, these family members considered him their son, and 
sibling. How can “family” have a meaning beyond relatives? 
 

• Dr. Owens attended a variety of prestigious out-of-state and international 
educational institutions, yet returned to his hometown. Can you think of other 
individuals in your circle who may have left Cincinnati for an opportunity, but 
ultimately returned? What drew them back to the region? 
 

• Despite having a medical specialization, Dr. Owens didn’t limit himself to work in 
traditional hospital settings, working for non-profit, criminal justice, and 
educational institutions. Can you think of other professions that have valuable 
applications outside of the environments they’re usually associated with? 
 

• Dr. Owens encountered the sting of racism throughout his life – in the classroom, 
on campus, in his medical office. Is racism still pervasive in our community? 
 

• Throughout his career, Dr. Owens believed in the value of education from an 
early age. Think to your own early days in school – what fundamental lessons or 
skills learned from this time do you still employ?  
 

• We often think of achievements as having a worldwide reach. However, Dr. 
Owens was a pioneer on the local level, having facilitated the first in-vitro 
fertilization in the city. Can you think of other significant local feats that have 
changed the landscape of Cincinnati? 

 


